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Abstract The paper considers the plane strain of a compressed elastic strip made from incom-

pressible material. The deviation of the cross-section contour from the rectangle, as well as the 

intensity of the force applied to the upper and the lower edge of the section are known up to 

small parameters. The authors have carried out a study of the problem solution analyticity with 

respect to small near zero parameters. With the help of the perturbation method, they have 

found a solution for a particular case of the function describing the deviations up to the second 

order of smallness. It has been shown that if an experimental research is carried out and the ap-

plied force meets the condition described, the average stress and displacement values will dif-

fer from those typical for homogeneous state only by a second order infinitesimal. 

 

1. Introduction  
The researchers studying the properties of elastic bodies often consider the displacement and defor-

mation to be small. Given these assumptions, such an approach provides the results suitable for vari-

ous purposes [1-3]. Strip and plate distortion by various types of external force for different bearing 

types has been considered in [4-6].  

It has been shown in [7] that when due regard is given to boundary surface deformation, the prob-

lems associated with elastic bodies stability can be solved by the methods of mathematical elasticity 

theory. The example of elastic strip compression with p force shows that the results obtained through 

the methods applied in the studies of materials strength are the limiting results for the critical loads 

determined by the mathematical elasticity theory. This approach was used in [8]. Here, the rotation 

components were considered not only under boundary conditions, but also in equilibrium equations.  

The properties of materials, the factors of production associated with technology, as well as the 

external factors are stochastic. Analytical methods of solving stochastic boundary problems for struc-
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turally heterogeneous materials are well developed for linear elastic media [9, 10]. The development 

of analytical methods for solving stochastic problems is associated with certain obstacles, the most 

important of which are physical and statistical nonlinearity of the defining equations. One of the 

methods frequently used for analytical solution of stochastic boundary problems is perturbation 

method. The use of the small parameter method in the study of stress-strain behavior of elastoplastic 

bodies is described in the monograph by D.D. Ivlev and L.V. Yershov [12]. However, this approach 

is associated with computation difficulties, and for this reason the solutions of specific stochastic 

problems are normally restricted to the first approximation. This is justified for weakly inhomogene-

ous media [11-15].  

The use of the small parameter method for the study of creep processes in various stochastically in-

homogeneous media has been shown in [16, 17]. In [16] stochasticity was introduced into the defining 

relation of the creep, in compliance with the nonlinear theory of viscous flow. The authors applied the 

small parameter expansion method, where allowance is made for both, linear and quadratic terms.  

In [17] an analytical solution to a nonlinear boundary problem of steady-state creep for 

nonhomogenous endless strip is provided. The problem can be solved approximately by perturba-

tion method in relation to stress tensor components. The solution was used for statistical analysis al-

lowing us to determine the basic edge effect singularities. 

The ways of solving stochastic boundary problems with a higher order of expansion terms for mul-

tidimensional problems, as well as the problems of solution convergence, are to be further explored. 

In [21] the author describes the conditions under which (for several spaces of solutions and given 

data [18-20]) the solution will be analytical in small parameters close to zero. The main condition for 

that is the continuous dependence of the solution on small parameters. 

 

2. Problem description  

The present paper looks at the stress-strain behavior of a compressed elastic strip made from incom-

pressible material.  

x

y Py(x)

px

-l l

g2( x)

g1( x)

 
Figure 1. Cross-Section of the Strip. 

 

It is assumed that the functions characterizing the upper and the lower edge of the section in unde-

formed state, as well as the intensity of the force applied, are accurate up to small parameters. They 

are represented by random variables.  

))(()1()( )(

1

)( xhhxf iii  ;  )(2 xqpP yy            (i=1,2)                     (1) 

Given [8], let us consider the following problem as a mathematical model describing the state of a 

strip made from incompressible material. 
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Functions  xg1  and  xg2  describe the upper and the lower edge of the deformed strip. 

If we ignore the imperfections, i.e. 
   0xh i

,   0xq , then the problem (2)–(4) can be solved 

as [4, 8]: 
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The solution to this problem should be obtained by the perturbation method and expressed as a 

power series, while (5) will be used as a zero approximation: 
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In compliance with [21], it is important to study the continuous dependence of the solution on the 

small parameters close to zero, so that the series (7) could converge. 

 

3. Continuous dependence of the solution describing the stress-strain behavior of the strip on the 

initial data 
In accordance with the results obtained in [7, 8], [18] describes various mathematical models of the 

strain boundary conditions. The analysis shows that while studying continuous dependence of the so-

lution on the initial data (functions, parameters of the mathematical model), the statistical boundary 

conditions should be formulated on the boundary of a real body in the strained state. In [21] special 

cases of differential operators used in the solutions of solids’ quasistatic deformation problems are de-

scribed. The conditions for continuous dependence of the solution on the initial data have been ob-

tained for several Banach spaces with certain norms, which are normally used for solving the problems 
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of continuum mechanics (Hölder spaces, Hilbert space, )],,([2 mbaC R , )],,([4 mbaC R  etc.), where 

Fréchet derivative of mapping is an isomorphism [18-20].  

As it follows from [21], in order to study the problem of continuous dependence, we need to have a 

look at an auxiliary homogeneous problem for the functions i , which was formulated on the basis of 

(1), (4), (5) (
     

5

0

2

0

1

0 ...;;  vvyyxx ). Let us change the variable in compli-

ance with [7]  hyy y

0

1 1  : 
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In compliance with [12], we will assume that 
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Given the expressions (11), we can create an equation for finding the function  1, yx  
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The equation (12) will be solved as: 

    xosyyx  c, 11                                                        (13) 

The conditions (10), where 



 n , will be met. Let us use (13) in (12), and we will get an equa-

tion for determining the function  1y  
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The equation (14) can be easily integrated. After the function  1, yx  has been determined, let us 

find 1  and 2 , while the relations (8) allow us to find the other functions. Now we will need the fol-

lowing expressions: 
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The simultaneous equations (8) have a nontrivial solution, when:  
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where 
G

p

G

p yx

2
;

2
1  , hn 


 ;


.  

If 0 , then we can get the condition mentioned in [8] up to the designations.  

In Figure 2a we can see a curve corresponding to (15) in case 05,0


h
, where 1n . Here the 

value of γ is virtually the same as in [7]. For 5.0


h
 the line corresponding to (15) is shown in Figure 

2b ( 1n ). The results are the same as those obtained in [8]. 
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a)                                     b) 

 

Figure 2. The boundaries of the series convergence region (7). 

 

Therefore, with parameters 1  and   determining the location of the point within the region lim-

ited by the curve (15), the solution to the problem (2)-(4) will be analytical around the point 0 , 

and the series (7) will be convergent. It must be noted that if the point is beyond the region determined 

by the function curve (15), the solution (5) cannot be used as an approximate solution to the problem 

(2)–(4), even if the parameter   is indefinitely small. In this case, if 0 , we need to find a different 

solution to the problem (2)-(4), i.e. the one that does not refer to homogeneous stress-strain state. 

 

4. Perturbation method application 

Normally the conduction of research is fairly complicated. Thus, we will consider a typical case where 

1
G

p
. In compliance with (9), the strain will also be small.  
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If we use (7), (5) in (2)-(4), we will get the following problems for the first approximation:  
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where hy 2;01   
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As the equations (16) and (8) are in agreement up to the designations, we should find a general so-

lution to the problem (16)-(18) in the form similar to (11). As a result, we will get:  
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If 
   xxh i  cos , we will get a system of algebraic equations for arbitrary constants jD : 
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where  
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In case of an approximation (01), the form of the defining equations and boundary conditions for 

the side edges of the section is analogous, while in case hy 2;01  , the boundary conditions will be 

the following: 
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If   xxq  cos , the system of algebraic equations for arbitrary constants jD  will be as follows: 
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In second order approximation problems the rheological relationships, incompressibility condition 

and expressions for the angles of rotation are the same as in the original problem. The equilibrium 

equations will be as follows: 
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The boundary conditions at the side edges are homogeneous, while at the other two edges 

( hy 2;01  ) are as follows: 
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For the components (02) the equilibrium equations and boundary conditions are analogous to (25), (26). 

Here, according to [12], given 
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we will get the equations for determining the function  1, yx  
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where the function ),( 1

)( yxij  depends on the first order approximation components and is known.  

Functions (20)-(23) helped us to find the expressions for the second-order approximation stress and 

displacement components. 
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The functions are not given here because of their length. 

Hence, the functions  
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describe the stress-strain behavior of a strip up to the second order of smallness.  

As random variables 1  and 2  are independent,  
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5. Conclusion 

We have found the analyticity condition for the solution in small parameters for a pipe with cross-

section close to a rectangle and external force close to a constant. If, according to the given data, the 

point is located within the region limited by the curve (15), the proximity of the section shape is re-

tained under strain. If this condition is not met, the stress-strain state will no longer be homogeneous 

and corresponding to (5). In such a case we need either to find a different solution to the nonlinear 

problem or to alter the mathematical model.  

We have found a solution describing stress-strain behavior of a strip up to the second order of 

smallness, which can be applied to a particular case of the section shape deviation from a rectangle 

and external force deviation from its constant value. It can be deduced from (27) that, in case of an 

experimental research carried out, the average stress and displacement values will differ from those 

typical for homogeneous state (5) by a second order infinitesimal 
1  and 

2 , on condition that the 

external influence parameters fall within the region limited by (15). 
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